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his native intelligence. Equally ready for the questioning
appeal of experience is the response of reason in regard to
matters of right and wrong; and equally accordant, however
many witnesses you call; for though men will resent your
censure of their acts, and from passion may even blind
themselves, their judgments become concurrent when passed
upon others who are removed from their partialities, like
the personages m history or fiction. Not even the wicked,
who have done most to paralyse the conscience, can escape
moral conviction; which sometimes wrings from them con-
fession of crimes long forgotten by the world. If it be true
that tribes of savages are found destitute as yet of moral
ideas, this is no more surprising than that they should be
destitute of geometrical ideas; they are but rudimentary
human beings, in whom the rational consciousness still
bleeps \

From this theory of eternal moral distinctions Clarke pro-
ceeds to deduce in order2 the duties of men to God, to one
another, and to themselves: to show that though these duties
do not depend for their existence upon the command of God,
they gain an infinite sympathy and a sublime hold upon the
affections by their identity with His will; and that, while it
is not any future that makes them binding, yet is their
impression deeper and their story more complete, when
their sequel of immortal issues is laid open. Neither into
these applications of his doctrine, nor into his deduction
from it of the truths of natural religion:;, is it necessary to
follow our author. Nor shall I dwell upon his very effective
criticism of Hobbes. All these topics are treated with
great firmness of hand, and calm breadth of thought, and in
a spirit of fairness far beyond the prevailing controversial
temper of his time. I must turn, however, from his con-
elusions to his principles, in order to find, if possible, his
place among the varieties of*moral psychology.

The essential question is, whether Clarke succeeds, any

1 Unchangeable Obligations, pp. 190-196,      * Ibid. pp. 197-223.
* Ibid. pp. 239-272.                                      * Ibid. pp. 224-238*
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